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From the N. Y. Gospel Herald. 
AN APPEAL TO THE WORLD. 


[Continued from page 57.] 
THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION ILLUSTRATED. 


Calvinist, or a Hopkinsian, answer—Do you “ put on as 
the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of MERCIES, 
KINDNESS,” &c_ when you declare that you will sound the 
loud Amen to the endless mzsery of your children anu dear- 
est connections? If youanswer Yes! Please to inform me 
what kind of an Amen you would sound, if you were to put 
on bowels of crueities and hatred 2? If I were your child, I 





The calling of Saul of Tarsus, to the apostleship, is a 


: | ie : ' sho y cruelty and hatred to your bowels of 
farther illustration of thistruth. Actsix. 15. But the |*" or Peete Jom ervey on ¥ y 


Lord said unto him, Go thy way; for he is a chosen ves- 
sel unto me. (What ishe chosen to? or elected for?) to 
sear my name before the Gentiles, and Kings, and the chil- 
dren of Israel.’? Not elected to heaven, to the exclusion 
of others ; but to preach to Jew and Geantiie, whether elect 
or non-elect ! 

This subject is farther illustrated by Paul, who preach- 
ed in clear and expressive terms, the purpose of God, in 
his Epistles to the Romans and to the Ephesians. Rom. 
viii. 28. ‘* And we know that all things* work together 
for good to them that are called accofding to hit purpose.” 
Do ali things work together for good to them who are call- 
ed according to Calvin’s purpose? Reader, are you a 
father or a mother ? is it good in your estimation, to know 
that your children are to groan in endless, and inexpressi- 
ble wretchedness ? If you call this good, what, we ask, do 
you call bad? Paul continues—‘* For whom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the im- 
age of his son, that he might be the first-born among many 
brethren.”’? Whatis theimage of the Son ? Col. iii. 10, 
il. ** And have put on the new man which is renewed in 
knowledge, (1 would have you know that the head of every 
man is Christ. 1! Cor. xi. iii.) afler the image of him that 
created him; (‘Gop 1s Love !’) where there is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barba- 
rian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is a// and in all! !” 
Search creation through. and a contrast cannot be produ- 
ced, so great and palpable as the contrast here presented 
to our view, between the glorious purpose of ‘God, and the 
heart-withering doctrines of Calvinism! ‘The facts are 
too notorious to need exemplification. How often are our 
ears assailed with the dogma of personal holiness—our 
feelings outraged to bear that holiness defined, and a hard- 
ness of heart, and insensibility boasted of, which would 
blacken, with fresh odium, the characters of Nero and Ca- 
Vicgula? Reader, you shall be the evidence in this case. 
You shall witness to the many declarations which have 
‘allen from the lips of Calvin's and Hopkin’s disciples— 
their acknowledgments that their ewn children and dearest 
relatives, friends, and connections, will be endlessly ex- 
cluded from heaven and from happiness—that they viewed 
this exclusion, and this misery with perfect calmness— 
calmness, did I say? Nay, that the time was coming, 
when they would sound the loud Amen to the undiscribable 


mercies and kindness. \f you consign your friends to end- 
less wretchedness, when you are merevful und kind, heaven 
only knows what you would do in another frame of mind ! 
Worse you could not do. If there were any change in your 
dis position, it would, of necessity, be tor the besser {/! 
N. B. Christ died for hisenems. Rom. v.7, 8. * For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die ; yet peradven- 
ture for a good man some would even dare to die. But 
God commendeth His Love toward us in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ deed for us.”’ 

| To be continued. } 
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FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Mr. Editor, 


[ sent you some weeks since, an extract from the 5th let- 
ter of a Unitarian of Baltimore, to the Rev. Dr. Miller. 
| now send you two other extracts, from the same letter ; 
and it seems the writer (who is generally believed to be 
Rev. Jared Sparks) supposes that he is not an Universalist, 
because he believes in a future state of retribution. He 
says, “The doctrine of Universal Salvation is in very 
close accordance with high Calvinistic principles. If you 
take away the notion of election and reprobation, it be- 
comes a necessary part of the system which remains. If 
Christ fine made an atonement for the sins of the whole 
word, or in other words, if his sufferings were taken as a 
substitute ‘for the sins of men, his righteousness being im- 
puted to them and their sins to him, it follows, that all men 
will attain salvation through bim. ‘The benefiis of his sub- 
stitution cannot be restricted, because, according to the 
Calvinistic plan, he was, in your own language, an ‘ Al- 
mighty Surety.’ Calvinism in the first place, makes all 
men so deplorably wicked, from the very constitution of 
their nature, as justly to consign them in a mass to ever- 
lasting perdition ; and then to rescue them from this state, 
it resorts to the sufferings and death of an Almighty Being, 
as the only means of removing so great an evil.” 
The fore part of this extract the Rev. Gentleman gives 
for Universalism. The writings and preaching of those 
who now defend Universal Salvation 1 do not understand 
so, and itis unfair for him to go back to those, who had 
but just got off their grave clothes, to give an exposition of 


torments of the children of their own body, and thank and| Universalism. Here follows the other extract. 


prawse God, and shout for their interminable damnation. 
Let recollection be faithful to her trust. Let memory, the 
seatine! of your observation, sound the alarm, while you 


view, in all their blackness, the reiterated asseverations of 


these worshippers at Calvin’s shrine! Look, then, at the 
following. Read it, as you would read a pardon when 
death stood at the portal ; and treasure it up in your re- 
membrance, ae you would treasure the truths of Heaven ! 
** Put on, therefore. as the ELECT of God, holy and beloved, 


BOWELS OF MERCIES, KINDNESS, humblencss of| of committing ? 


mind, meekness, longa fer ng, &c., 


“‘ What is the foundation of that love of God, which is 
the first and greatest duty of Christians? Doesit not ex- 
ist in those excellencies of his character, which shine forth 
in his benevolence, his mercy, his paternal kindness, and 
unbounded love for us? But how can you reconcile these 
attributes with the idea of his having doomed a certain 
number of his creatures to an endless misery, a staie and 
degree of suffering, which bear no proportion to any 
amount of crimes, that a finite and frail being is capable 
Does not this doctrine, viewed thus ab- 





Reader, if von are a'stractly, take from tie Deity every thing that is amiable, 
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and lovely, and affectionate? Can you look upto fishion; most all the youth and the experienced 
such a being with that filial reverence and holy felt more or less of their influence, and fancied 
gratitude, with that perfect trust, and hope, and themselves the peculiar favorites of heaven. Of 
confidence, which the scriptures demand towards !course, another stock of the same genus must ap- 
God, as the kind Father, protector, and righteous pear on the stage, before another revival can oc- 
cur. It would perhaps be as well not to notice 
‘* Admitting the doctrine to be true, which teach- these enthusiasts, were it not that the noble mind 
es, that all the wicked will be punished hereafter! revolts at every species of imposition and delu- 
by an avful and indiscribable visitation of God’s sion ; and that those bigots pronounce all to be in- 
displeasure, but at the same time, in proportion to tidels who do not work themselves up to the same 
the deserts of every individual, till at length they crisis of frenzy and enthusiasm. They seem to 
shall all be purified and fitied for the employ- forget or disregard the high authority which ad- 
ments and happiness of heaven, and be made to monishes to ‘ judge not, that ye be not judged.”” 
act an important part, throngh all future ages, inj The managers of these revivals, use every exer- 
eel brating the praises and advancing the glory of tion to excite the passions and alarm the fears ; in 
God,—I say, admitting this doctrine to be true, proof of which, I will give an outline of their doc 


does it not exhibit the Deity in a more exalted’ 
and engaging light, than the other doctrine, and 
under such a character, that the soul can with 
more freedom and fervour, express towards him 
its emotions of ;fiety, and love, and as will enable 
all men to discharge with greater sincerity and 
contidence the duties springing out of the relation 
in which they stand to their Makor? ‘This will 
hardly be denied ; anc if not, it follows most clear- 
ly, thatthe moral influence of this doctrine is more 
efficacious, than that of the other, in drawing us 
to a proper love and devout service of the Su- 
preme Being.”’ Our author says, ** admitting 
this to be true,” i. e. the restoration of all men; 
now why cannot Unitarians either take the ground 
of the restoration, or support the doctrine of end- 
Jess misery ? The fact is, they are unwilling to 
do either ; and in doing as they do, they manifest 
a degree of hypocrisy I am very sorry to lay to 
their charge. i 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
RELIGIOUS REVIVALS. 

By an examination of Ecclesiastical Reports 
xt will appear that religious revivals almost al- 
ways occur during the winter season ; especially 
after some severe visitation of Providence. The 
sticklers for these revivals, ascribe the whole pro- 
cess of regeneration, conviction, conversion, and 


trines and proceeding. 


This is a special time of grace, 
God’s mercy soon will leave the place - 
If you should not repent this night, 
You Il be in hel! ere morning light.— 
Tho’ God did al! predestinate,, 

Yet now's a time for reprovate ; 
For all may come of ev’ ry sect, 
Yet, none can come excepl tl’? Elect. 


One would suppose that a mind inflated with 
such absurdities and contradictions, would have & 
great sufficiency to digest for one or two days at 
least. But instead of this, conferences are multi- 
plied to ten or fifteen per week—religions visits 
are made morning. noon, and night.—And lest the 
operation of the Spirit shouk! prove ineffectual, 
anxious or whispering meetings are appointed at 
sun-rise or before, and the trembling audience are 
desired to retire in sullen silence, and to call agai 
in the morning for a fresh dose of the same effica- 
cious medicine. Itis well known that certain me- 
dicines when taken upon an empty stomach, es- 
pecially in copious quantities, have a tendency to 
excite the passions and exhilerate the spirits, with- 
out producing any salutary influence upon the 
body. 

So those doctrines which alarm the fears, awak- 
en the sympathy, and excite a feverish zeal, have 





even repentance to the special agency of the Holy! 
Sprrit. Lam not, however, disposed to ascribe 


no tendency to improve the heart or to convince 
the understanding. Those anxious souls, after 


effects to supernatural causes, while the physical |S°2FChine for the troth blindfold ; after a few 


are within the sphere of every man’s vision, who 
ss not blinded by ignorance, superstition, and en- 
thusiasm. How far the gloom of winter, together 


; 
} 


more anxious meetings, and after grieving and 
brooding over their forlorn case for a while, all 
on a sudden become tranquil, as one relieved from 


‘ ‘ P z ‘ Pag ' : as _— - ‘ . ’ 
with the leisure which accompanies it, facilitate| Violent pain or delirinm, and flatter themselves 


of mystery. But there are strong reasons for be- 
hieving that gloominess and leisare have some 
considerable influence in producing religious re- 
Vivals. 

The present season, however, has thus far pas- 
sed by without any particular awakenings in this 
vicinity, which may be easily accounted for. 


the operations of the Holy Spirit, I shall leave to the |), AEN PR ES BEE EM 
decision of those who are versed in the doctrine; 2O1Od> Macness, aba Cesparr. 


that they are regenerated ; or they run into me- 
The former are 
then admitted into the Church, and the latter will 
soon be received into the Insane Hospital* which 
is preparing fortheir reception. There is noth- 
ing perhaps so imperfectly understood, as the ope- 


* By the report of the committee appointed to inquire 
into the number and cond:tion of the insane—a goodly 
number will be found in all those towns which have lately 





Duriug the last winter, revivala were all the 


‘been visited with revivals. 
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vations of the human intellect and passions. Men 
of the greatest science are not agreed upon the 
subject of volition, or freedom of the will. We 
seein to be free and must conclude ourselves free 
to will and to do, or the ground of responsibility 
is destroyed. We are endowed with a number 
of latent passions, which are only excited into ac- 
tion by a peculiar combination of causes : these, 
as they operate on the unrefiecting multitude, are 
by them supposed to be the salutary operations 
of the Holy Spirit. But prejudice, ignorance, su- 
perstiiion, pride and fashion, have their weight in 
controlling human actions, notwithstanding so much 
is ascribed to the efficacious yo of supernatu- 
ral euuses. ‘The peculiar feeling produced by 
hearing a lucid description of the wrath of God, 
the nearness and certainty of death, and the ev. 
erlasting torinents of hell, cannot be attributed to 
the strivings of the Holy Spirit, without doing vio- 
Jence to the freedom and principles of the mind. 
Whoever has observed, without prejudice, the 
rise, progress and termination of religious revivals, 
will discover physical causes to account for every 
effect, without having recourse to supernatural 
agency. The conduct of those who have passed 
through the regenerating ordeal, after their en- 
thusiasm has an opportunity of cooling down to 
the zero of reflection and reason, is convincing 
testimony of the truth of the above position.— 
Judging by the excellent standard laid down by 
our Saviour—* by their fraits,”” we shall find it 
difficult to distinguish those who pretend to be 
under the influence of the good spirit, from those 
who are governed by morality. Is it possible to 
ascribe religious revivals to the special agency of 
omnipotent power, and our free agency not be ef- 
fected, and the God of all justice and mercy re- 
main impartial ? All ave not successfully operat 
ed upon in this manner, and can it be said that 
such resist its influence? Let us remember noi 
to ascribe omnipotent power to the creature, for this 
belongs exclusively to Jenovan. 
s. 
— 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE “* INQUIRER,” 

Dear Sir—lIn all important concerns and insti- 
tutions, there are certain principles of action, as 
well as actions themselves, that tend to one com- 
mon centre, as an ulterior object. This object in 
general, is only attainable by the co-exertion of 
many, whether it be good or bad, or whatever 
might have been its origination. From the very 
principles of our nature, we feel strongly inclined 
and from the freedom of our civil institutions, ful 
ly authorized to examine such institutions, wheth- 
er civil, pecuniary or religious, as may be sup 
posed to influence either the public mind or mor- 
als ; or for the support and encouragement of 
which, we may be called upon for aid. Such, 
however, is the state of things among us, that 
very extensive and monied institutions among us, 
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possessing extensive means and iniluence 
nd deriving their resources from the lar- 
gesses of community, pass upon the world without 
inspection. This remissness of public scrutiny, 
is to be traced to a fancied security, produced by 
appearances ostensibly good, and to the inhereut 
propensity of believing every thing landable and 
virtuous, which is clothed with the vestments of 
piety and religion. i 

Most of the petty associations which prey upon 
a credulous community, being the productions of 
atoo fervid zeal, will gently pass down to obliv- 
ion, with the passions that gave them existence. 
But it will not be so, it is feared, with some of a 
more general, and more imposing character. Of 
the latter kind, the ‘“* American Bisie Society” 
certainly holds the frst rank. Tuis society evi- 
dently owes its existence, not to the transient rev- 
eries of speculative enthusiasts ; but is the well- 
proportioned production of systematic contriv- 
ance, and mature deliberation. Its avowed plan 
is imposing, and commands respect—Its ostensi- 
ble objects, such as insure confidence, and exctie 
liberality, in all who know the wante of the tmdi- 
gent, or can feel for the destitute and the ignorant. 
Hence the liberal donations, that have given a 
plenitude to its funds almost beyond example. 
What the real objects of its founders and mana- 
gers are, the writer of this article is not disposed 
tosay ; but an impartial survey of some of its pro- 
ceedings and management, must satisfy every can- 
did mind, what they have not in view.—'I he gra- 
tuitous dissemination of the scriptures is announ- 
ced as its design ; and for the effecting of this, 
continual calls are made on the community for do- 
nations. ‘The monthly receipts and expenditures 
are regularly published, and average about $40C0 
each month—Ihus impressing opon the public 
mind the idea that nothing, or at most, a mere 
trifle, remains in the hands of the association. 
Thus far, appearances favor the institution. Keep- 
ing in mind, that the gratuitous bestowment of the 
scriptures to the poor, is the professed object of 
the society ; it only remains that we inquire as to 
the propriety of the kind of impressions, and the 
manner of their distribution, 

First, The impression of the Bible. Where 
money is placed in the hands of an individual for 
a given object, the person or persons mahing the 
trust, have a right to expect prudence in its appli- 
cation. For instance, five individuals make a 
joint donation, for the purpose of giving a comfort: 
able suit of clothes, to a very indigent neighbor ; 
and appoint one of their number to procure the 
articles and confer the gift; at the same time re- 
serving, for the benefit of another distressed per- 
son, the balance that might remain in the hands 
of the agent, Now suppose, instead of procuring 
a decent and comfortable suit, he should purchase 
the most fashionable and richest stufl:, and thas 
pervert and frustrate the benevolent intentions ot 
four-fifths of the donors ; would they not, if they 





ae 
GE 














REY Re Cy PIES > 


mee 

















ieee —-o 
~, =i cai i 2 
ne 
* tt 
a ae : 3 























66 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 





—— — —_——— 





SO nn 





were really benevolent, say (o him in the lan-, necessarily at their exclusive disposal. Deposit- 
guage of Jesus—‘* Thou mayest be no longer|ed in the Banks, many of which are under the im- 
steward 2” View then, the fine Bibles emitted mediate inspection and management of devoted 
by the American Bible Society, and you will at friends of the institation ; many whose purses 
oice perceive not only the application of the. have perhaps been emptied in contributions to the 
foregoing, but its reality. Bibles abound in our!society, unknown to themselves, pay banking in- 
country, emitted by that society, the first cost of terest to the association on thas very fund, which 
which, is asserted by its agents to be three dollars| their own bounty had been instrumental in creat- 
eich ; while others, from the same source, con-|ing. 

taining al! the canonical books, cost in the first! It may now be asked whether the society have 
in:tance bat sixty-two anda half cents. Will it, any intention to sell its Bibles? If it has not, 
be said, that the traths contained in a handsome} why is not the selling of them prevented ? Ae 
quarto, or royal octavo Bible, are of more impor-; they have been, and continue to be sold, it is per- 
tance to man, than the same truths on a different! fectly plain it intends to sell them ; and therefore, 
quality of paper? ifnot, why not print the latter |does not intend to give them away, and conse- 










kid, and thus dispense nearly five times as many ?: 
The poor, such as feel their inability to purchase: 
a Bible, would feel the same obligation for, and be 
equilly benefitted by the latter as the former — 
Nothing can be more obvious than that the real 
objects of christian benevolence, would be better 
promoted, than has yet been realized, by dis- 
tributing the cheaper kind of B.bles—unless, in- 
deed, the more costly ones were intended for the 
fashionable and wealthy; but the fashionable 
ought to be able to purchase a Bible to their taste, 
and the rich certainly are so. If then the canse 
of humanity and religion, be not best promoted by 
the practice of emitting costly Bibles, and by the 
impression of such, it is evident the means exist- 
ed for the impression of a greater number of a 
different kind ; then it follows, that the want of a 
more general diffusion of the Bible tothe poor, is 
to be traced, not to any deficiency of means, but 
to a want of intention. Consequently, the giving 
of the scriptures to the poor, is not the real and 
primary intention of the American Bible Society. 
Secondly—The manner of distributing Bibles. 
By an attention to this part of the subject. the 
correctness of the preceding conclusion will ap- 
pear still more obvious and necessary. Bibles 
are deposited for distribution in many sections of 
the country—often with book-sellers. Here 
persons calling for that invaluable book, unsus- 
pectingly purchase these very Bibles, which a 
credulous public have enabled the society to pub- 
lish—sometimes at a high per centum on the 
prime co-t—at other times by paying only the 
cost of impression, and if it is discovered that 
vothing short of giving will do, they are even 
given to such as ‘‘ have nothing to pay.”’ Now 
by this process of retailing, the following infer- 
ences seem unavoidable. The retailer secures 
his profits—the society secures a premium on the 
sales, that indemnifies itself for its gratuities to the 
poor—the sales at first cost still support the 
press, and constitute the fund wheace the montb- 
ly emissions are made, and the society gains the 
whole that is donated from time to time, amount- 
ing nearly or quite, to $48,000 annually By 
this mode of distribution, an immence fund is 


quently, it is equally plain, that the intentions of 
the American Bible Society, were not simply to 
give the Bible to the poor. 

Having, it is believed, indisputably shown what 
are not the intentions of the American Bible Socie- 
ty, it remains for the community to ascertain what 
are its objects—a subject that has, and hereatter 
will receive due attention from 

MARCUS. 
— 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 

if! were a believer in the doctrine of Univer- 
sal salvation, says a disciple of Calvin, 1 should 
not fear to practice every species of vice. O 
thou deluded mortal! wert thou not a professor 
of the heavenly religion of Jesus, it wonld not so 
much astonish me. Dear brother, whoever thou 
art, | assure thee that more demonstrative evi- 
dence cannot be given, that thou art a stranger to 
this amiable religion. The nature and design of 
this blessed religion thou must be ignorant of, 
if thou expressed thyselfthus. Thou knowest 
not the character of thy creator God, that charac- 
ter which, from its nature, renders him happy in 
the superlative degree, and that the nearer his 
creature man, assimilates unto this character, by 
the cultivation of the divine principle with which 
he is blessed, inthe same proportion will be the in- 
crease of his happiness. Remember it is said, 
‘none are so blind as those who will not see.” 
If the sun, in its meridian splendour, is not seen 
by thee, because thou closest thine eyes, say not 
that darkness reigns. Dispossess thyself of thy 
obstinacy and delusions, and annoint thine eyes 
with that heavenly eye-salve which will open thy 
intellectual vision, and give thee aclearer percep- 
tion of things that appertain to thy happiness. f 
invite thee for afew moments, to ponder upon this 
subject, and see the inseparable connexion be- 
tween cause and effect. Look at the nature of 
vice and see its deformity, and the awful conse- 
quence attending its indulgence, and see if thou 
art not deluded. Thou sayest that thou wouldst 
murder wert thou not afraid of being consigned to 
eternal woe! Dear brother, wilt thou first sit 
down, reflect and look at the consequence: sup- 





thrown into the hands of a few individuals ; andis 





pose thou couldst lay thy plans with euch crafti- 
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ness as to think it impossible to be detected by 
human laws, dost thou think that the curse of thy 
crime wonld not pursue thee, and produce con- 
tinual fear? That the worm which dieth not, 
and the fire of thy conscience, would not torment 
thee day and night? Wilt thou say thou couldet 
enjoy that serene and happy temper of mind, that 
the man does who walketh uprigihtly, who loves 
bis God. and believes that his God loves all men ? 
Thou wouldst rob and steal, wert thou not afraid 
of eternal misery! If again ask thee to reflect: 
suppose thou shouldst succeed in an attempt at 
robbery, or in stealiug some desirable object, and 
not be detected, wouldst thou not be in continual 
fear that thy crimes would finally be found out, and 
thy cond»ct exposed? The wicked fleeth when 
no man pursueth, but the righteous are bold 
asalion. ‘Thon wouldst lie and deceive, wert 
thou not afraid of endless misery! Look 
for a moment upon this character, in whom no 
confidence can be placed—not to be beheved when 
he speaks the trut!h—of no reputation, and who is 
prohibited the benefit of that testimony, (even in 


-_ 


of considering the different passages, parables, 
maxims and sayings of the scriptures, In a sepa- 
rate and insolated point of view, and entirely dis- 
regarding the general objects and requirements 
of the scriptures. Ifthe general objects aud re- 
quirements of the scriptures, both as to faith and 
practice, are plain and obvious, so much so that 
they cannot be mistaken, what occasion is there 
to trouble ourselves as to the import of particular 
ambiguous words or passages? Is it to be sup- 
posed that a particular text contains truths con- 
trary to the general character of the scriptures ? 
Are they not consistent, or we particular parts of 
the scriptures opposed to their general character? 
This, if true, will destroy the divine authority of 
revelation, as God cannot be charged with incon- 
sistency. Ifany text or passage is apparently in- 
consistent with the general character, objects and 
requirements of the scriptures, it follows tlat 
some error has crept into the text, or that we do 
not understand it in its proper sense. No prinei- 
ples of faith can be established upon the authority 
of particular texts, which do not comport with the 


the maintenance of just rights) to which men of|general character and views of the scriptures, as 


truth are entitled. O deluded man! is this a char- 
acter pleasing to thee ? if thou desirest still to 
pursue the road to destruction, go to the slothful, 
whose time is lost in idleness, and ask him if his 
hours do not drag heavily along, and see if the 
want of exercise has not diseased his body ?  Idle- 
ness is the parent of want and pain ; but the hand 
of diligence defeateth want ; prosperity and suc- 
cess are the industrious man’s attendants. The 


this would be rendering them inconsistent. 

We have hitherto spoken of revelation as tho’ 
it was originally communicated in the language ia 
which we now have the privilege of reading it. 
And in the view which we have taken of the sub- 
ject, looking only to the general character and re- 
quirements of the scriptures, it cannot be necessa- 
ry to go into a more particular or critical exami- 
nation of the sacred volume. Although the text 


diligent shall rule, and the idle and slothful shajl|has undoubtedly been subjected to many corrup- 


pay tribute and suffer hunger. Look at the farm 


tions, and although the learned cannot agree as to 


of the sluggard ; see it grown over with weeds,|the authority ofthe ancient manuscripts, or as to 


his fences prostrate; his house out of repair ; 
himself and family clothed in rags, and his con- 
stant visitor the sheriff! If intemperance and vo- 


the true version ; yet it cannot be doubted that the 


tion is preserved with so much purity and correct- 


jnptuousness have any allurements for thee, go to|ness, ag to leave no doubt as to its general char- 


the dram shop and see the slow poison dealt out|acter, requirements, and obligations. 


to the poor trembling mortal who visits there ; 
from thence go with him to the place of his abode; 
see the poor innocent children crying for bread ; 


But the 
danger and impropriety of establishing dogmas 
and points of faith, not consistent with the general 
views of the scriptures, and not clearly taught 


the dejected countenance of the amiable and once|therein, upon the authority of a particular word 
beautiful female who is bound to this wretched|or text, are greatly increased from the conside- 


man for life—her heart wrung with anguish, and 


ration that the /anguage of scripture is not a rev- 


tears trickling down her cheeks—you behold|elation from God. This is not only true of the 
him the victim of intemperance, full of abusive |different translations, but of the original, as all the 


janguage, and degraded below the brute creation. 


ancient manuscript copies of the New-Testament 


Wouldst thou exchange thy situation for this|differ more or less, and no one possesses such 


man’s ? 
(Te be continued. ) 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Of the explication of the Scriptures. 
NO V. 
(Continued from page 46.) 
In our last number, it was observed that the 


characteristic marks of genuineness as to entitle 
it to a decided preference. That lam correct in 
these remarks, the writings botb of the ancient fa- 
thers and modern divines, fully testify. In the 
early ages of the church, many spurious and apoc- 
ryphal gospels, and other books of the New- Tes- 
tamen!, were inuse. ‘Theodoret says he remov- 
ed about two hundred gospels from the public 


principal source of misapprehension, error, and} Christ, and put others in their place. lraneus, in 


absurd and chimerical doctrines, was the practice 





speaking of the primitive forgeries, saye ‘+ that 





character and spirit of the original communica-. 


churches, because they wanted the genealogy of 
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in order to amaze the simple and such as are ig-| 
norant of the scriptures of truth, they obtruded 
upon them an inexpressible mu'!titude of apochry- 
phal and spurious scriptures, of their own devis 
ing.”” And Origen, so early as the third century, 
seriously complains of these corrupt practices.— 
‘* What shall we say, (he observes,) of the errors 
of transcribers and of the impions temerity with 
which they have corrupted the text?) What shall 
shall we say of the license of those who promis- 
cuously interpolate or erase at pleasure.” 

But we have a more ful! view of this subject in 


icribing ; and as every copy had, unavoidably, some 


errors, those errors multiplied with the multipli- 
cation of copies. Letters, syllables, and words 
were added, omitted, or transposed, from mere 
carelesness But the grossest variations were 
from alterations made by design. _Tiie transcribs 
ers of the Greek Testament, often took the liber- 
ty of improving, as they supposed, on that manu- 
script of which it was their business to give only 
a copy; aliberty similar to that which 1s now 
taken in a printing-ofice, where a compositor of- 
ten improves onthe manuscript of an autiwor. 





a work recently putyshed by Bishop Marsh, pro- 
fessor of divinity at Cambridge, in England, enti-| 
tled ‘Courses of Lectures on Divinity.”” He! 
informs us that the ‘Greek manuscripts of St. | 
Paul’s Epistles amount, as far as we know them, | 
to more than one hundred and fifty; and the! 


** But the most fruitful source of designed alter- 
ations, was the removal of marginal annotations 
into the text. Indeed, to this cause may be as- 
cribed the alterations from parallel passages, 
wheuever these parallel passages bad been writ- 
ten in the margin. Other marginal notes consis- 


(reek manuscripts of the Gospel, with which we |ted of explanations, or applications of the adjacent 


are acquainted, amount to more than three hun- 
dred and fifty. But among all these manuscripts, 
there is none which is so far entitled to prece- 
dence as to be received for the true copy of, 
which we are in search, In fact, the truth les 
scattered among them all, and in order to obtain 
the truth, we must gather from themall. Nor is 
an examination of these manuscripts. numerons as 
they are, alone, sufficient for the object we have 
in view. The quotations of the Greek ‘Testa- 
mert, in the voluminous writings of the Greek 
fathers, must likewise be examined, thet we may 
know what they fonnd in their Greek manuscripts. 
The ancient versions may also be consulted, in 
order to learn what the writers of these versions 
found in their copies of the Greek Testament. 
When all these collections from manuscripts, 
fathers aud versions, have been formed and re- 
duced into proper order, we have then to deter- 
mine in every sing! einstance, which, among the va- 
rious readings, 18, probably, the genuine read- 
ing.” 

Such, according to this learned Doctor of Di- 
vinity, is the difficulty in getting at the true read- 
ing of the scriptures. The ancient Greek manu- 
scripts, of which there are three hundred and fif- 
ty of the gospels preserved, all differ ; and from 
the writings of the fathers, it appears, that they 
had other manuscripts from which they have 
made extracts, which diilered from ail these ; 
and no one of this whole collection, ia entitled to 
precedence. The true reading can only be as- 


certained by an examination of all these ancient! 


manuscript copies, and the writings and quota- 
tions of the Greek fathers ; and after all it is 
more or less uncertain, as it is what the learned 
cannot agree in. 

In speaking of the causes of the difference in 
the ancient copies, the Bishop says, *‘ the mann- 
scripts of the Greek Testament, during the four- 
teen hundred years which elapsed from the apos- 
tolic age, to the invention of printing, were ex- 


text; and when a manuscript with euch notes fell 
into the hands of a transcriber, he either suppos- 
ed that they were parts of the text, accidentally 
omitted, and supplied in the margin, or con-idered 
them as useful additions, which there could be no 
harm in adopting.’’ 

In the opinion of this learned and orthodox di- 
vine, so numerous and serious are the difhiculties 
of ascertaining the true reading of the seriptures, 
and after all the learning and industry which can 
be bestowed upon the subject. you only attain to 
the ‘ probable genuine reading.” It 1s a great 
mistake to suppose that the language of scripture 
forms a part of divine revelstion ; it 18 only the 
subject matter that is from God ; the language ts 
human, and subject to all the imperfections and 
cori uption that language is subject to in other ca- 
ses. How absurd then, to establish the princi- 
ples and dogmas of religion upon nice points of 
verbal criticisia! Yet the doctrine of the eterm- 
ty of punishment rests upon no better foundation ; 
it wholly depends upon the use and import of a 
single Greek word. Is it so trifling a concern 
whether a large portion of the human race shall 
be eternally miserable or not, that it was left to 
depend upon a point of verbal criticism? This ts 
impeaching the character of God. If any portion 
of his creatnres were exposed to eternal misery, 
justice requires that they shoul! be informed of it 
in a manner so clear and explicit, that they could 
not mistake, as to the awful situation in which they 
were placed, TRENCHALD. 
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CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 
It was with much pleasure we read the follow- 
ing extract, in the Secretary of February 9t!-. 
‘* Asthe spirit of missions unites itself with in- 
ward devotion, and aa it burns in the heurts of 





posed like other manuscripts, to mistakes in trans- 


Christiaas at the present day with anprecedented 
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ardour, there is also much need of circumspection | willing to unite with those, who rely alone on the 
in regard to thissubject. It is to be feared that) righteousness of Christ for salvation. 
some who feel a real desire to awaken all around) But while we rejoice that our brother Editor 
c. them to activity in the cause, have used exhorta-|has candidly expressed his disapprobation of the 
g tions calculated to leave the formalist to rest on!means, which have been need to obtain aid in the 
his liberality for acceptance with Gop. A war-|cause of missions, (which he has done, to be sure, 
ranted duty is not to be enforced by unwarranted! with a good deal of delicacy and caution,) we feet 
motives ; nor is it enough, that we do not promise!it our duty to notice the following expression, 
support in death, and final salvation as the sure|which we must believe was made without due re- 
reward for giving in this cause ; the carnal mind ' flection. 

is ever ready to rest on its own merits, and those} ‘* Inconsiderateness on these subjects is to be 
who know the insufficiency of all righteousness deprecated, not only because it gratifies those 
bat that of Jesus Christ, should be careful to cor-| whose vitiated appetites seek to feed on the chris- 
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rect the delusions of the deceitful heart.” 


used, to obtain money in aid of Missions, by mak- 
ing promises of support in death, and final salva- 
tion as the sure reward for giving in this canse. 
We are happy to find, that independent honesty, 


and piety inour brother, which has induced him’ 


to discountenance such proceediags. 

Whoever will carefully look at those publica- 
tions, designed to stimulate people to contribute 
for the support of Missions, will find promises 
held out, which have done violence to the word 
of truth, and are every way calculated to lead the 
mind from that Hore. which is as an anchor to the 
soul, both sure and steadfast. They will find, 
that those zealous advocates for missions, by hold- 
ing out the reward of eternal life, or an antidote 
to an accusing conscience in the hour of death, 
for their liberality in giving money, &c. have ac- 
tually trodden under foot the Son of God. have 
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith they 
were sanctified an unholy thing, and have done 
despite unto the spirit of grace. We feel per- 
suaded the time is not far distant, when they will 
be ashamed of the measures they have taken to 
wring money from the hand of the industrious 
poor, by working upon their credulity, and reli- 
gious feelings. 

With much pleasure we agree with our brother 
Editor, that nothing but the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ ought to be exhibited, as the ground of jus- 
tification, and we feel as fully persuaded as he 
does, ‘* that the carnal mind is ever ready to rest 
on its own merits.” This is clearly discernible 
in that religious pride, which causes many to sep- 
arate themselves from others, to consider them- 
selves as the peculiar chosen favorites of heaven, 
and to apply to themselves exclusively, the ap- 
pellation of “RIGHTEOUS.” Were mankind 
faithfully taught that sarvation is of God, and not 
according to their works—that there is no merit 
in them, on which they could rely for eternal fe- 
licity, and that all are saved by the Grace and mer- 
cy of God, revealed in Jesus Christ, it would 
have atendency to humble them, and induce them 
to throw down those middle walls of partition, 
which the ingenuity of man has erected, and daub- 
ed with untempered mortar. and they would be 


|tian’s imperfections, bat also because the christian 
By this it appears that our brother Editor is’ 
well persuaded, that improper means have been! 


professes to square all his words and actions by 
the truth of Gop.” 

We ask on what subjects is this rnconsiper- 
aTeNrss to be deprecated? The promising sup- 
portin death, and final salvation, for giving in the 
mis-ionary cause.—But why this caution? ‘ Be- 
cause it gratifies those, whose VITIATED AP- 
PETITES, seek to feed on the christian imper- 
fections.”’ If we can understand language, the 
amount of the above sentence is this,—Should a 
person behold those who style themselves chris- 
tians, zealously engaged in obtaining Fields, Mon- 
ey, Produce, and articles of Manufacture, tor mis- 
sionary purposes, by means which he considers 
inconsistent with the truth of God, and calculated 
to lead the mind from Him, who is the way, the 
truth, andthe life, by promising them an antidote 
to an accusing conscience on the bed of death, in 
the reflection of baving given a FIELD for mis- 
sionary purposes—or “ FINAL satvation,” for 
giving money, &c. or driving people, throngh fear 
of being disrespected, despised, and called INFI- 
DELS, if they do not aid the cause of missions ; 
and should be independent enough to caution the 
public against the imposition, point out the wick- 
edness and impropriety of such proceedings, and 
pat people upon their guard against all such im- 
proper, if not impious violations of the system of 
salvation, he would be considered as givingstrong 
evidence ofa vitiated appetite. that ts gratified by 
feeding on the imperfections of christians. If this 
is correct evidence of a vitiated mind, then it will 
follow asa matter of course, that he who should 
behold these improper and fraudulent practices, 
and should keep them buried in the depths of se- 
crecy, and suffer people not only to be drained of 
their money, and their minds led away from the 
pure principles of the cospe., their God dishon- 
ored, and their Redeemer robbed of his glory, 
would give full evidence of a healthful appetite. 
This being the case, we are net surprised, that 
while our brother found it necessary in the hon 
esty of his heart, to reprobate, or at least to cau- 
tion professors of religion, against such impropr: 
eties, he should touch them wiih such extreme 
caution, lest he should be considered, by men of 
refined taste, as giving evidence of a vitiated ap 





petite, notwithstanding the christian prorrssrs, 
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and according to this profession, ought to square all his 
words and actions by the truth of God. 


It is customary with proiessors of religion, to attribute 
revivals io God, and to consider them as the work of the 
Holy -piit. Hence, when a revival commences at any 
place, it is said, God is there ; but when the revival de- 
¢lines, it is said, God is about to leave the place. Now il 
these awakenings are the work of God, we inquire whether 
the Almighty commences this work, according to his own 
divine will and soveweign pleasure, or, whether WE is in 
duced to commence the work, at the suggestion or will of 
professors of religion? ‘This inquiry results from a review 
of a some what singular circumstance, related by a gentle- 
man of respectability, who is ready to vouch for the truth 
of it. One of those LAY PREACH ERS, who are much em- 
ployed of late, to run from town to town, and from house 
to house, like the aacient order of JESUITS, working upon 
the mind and feelings of the weak and ignorant, recently 
visited the town of North Branford, in this state, to hold a 
-onference, and produce if possible an awakening. After 
hoiding forth some time with a good deal of zeal, setting 
forth eternal, never ending misery with all its horrors, find- 
ing be was not likely to eflect much, he began to suggest 
the propriety of having a revival, and at length put it to 
VOTE, tosee whether tiey would have one. Some of the 
vood people began to rise, some seemed to hesitate, got 
half up, and then sat down again; however, enough arose 
to constitute a major vote, “* THAT THEY WOULD HAVE 
A REVIVAL.” If this work be of God, this procedure 
manifests the height of ignorance, and unpardonable pre- 
sumption. It can hardly be possible, that any one can sup- 
pose that such decisions can compel the DEITY to act, 
whether it is his will or not. 

Such proceedings must in time open the eyes of man- 
ixind, and they will discover the whole design, end, and 
aim of the clergy in these awakenings ; the instruments 








they are making use of to produce them, having neither 
wisdom or experience to manage the business adroitly, ' 
will make such blunders as to show that itis more the work ! 
of man, than the work of God. 

It is often the case, that men in too great zeal, use means 
which are better calculated to destroy, than to effect the 
object they have in view ; and this seems to be the case! 
in the employment of these lay preachers. While we re- | 
joice to see that the object will be frustrated, by the means 
employed to effect it: yet we cannot but deprecate the 
consequences likely to attend it; the destruction in the 
mind, of that respect and influence, absolutely necessary to 
render the gospel ministry useful and salutary. 

' ask those who profess to be the servants of God, and 
the ministers of Christ, to pause one moment, and reflect 
on what they are doing. I ask, gentlemen, are you 
not virtually saying to the people, you are not competent 
tothe duties belonging to you as gospel ministers; that al- 
thouch in some towns there are two, three, four, or more 
of you, and in others it is easy for you frequently to meet ; 
vet yoy cannot perform the necessary and important duties 
of yourstation. Either, gentlemen, you cannot, or you 
are too negligent and indolent to do your duty, amd there- 
fore vou are under the necessity of encouraging and em- 
ploying these lav preachers. 

fask you, gentlemen, if you have a proper reverence 
and respect for the ministerial character, tolook, for your 
own sakes, and the good of future generations, at the ob- 
Joquy and reproach you are bringing upon it. Shall it be} 
said, that after all your studies in preparing for the minis- 
try, and the experience of some of you from many year’s 
presching, still you are unable to produce a RBVIVAL? 
Look, | beseech you, at the means you often employ. 
Young men. who bave never had the means or opportuni- 
ties of obtaining an education--men, who have not paid 
wnv attention to the study of the scriptnres—who can 


just judgement of God. 


is forced to sin. 





Fearcely recite a passarre correctly — men, whose minds, a 


few weeks ago, were aroused, and their passions excited, | 
' 





by what is called conversion—who because they can speals 
vehemently—tell a great deal about the wrath of God, 
death, damnation, &c.—who can roll up their eyes, and 
lift up their hands in solemn appeals to the Deity—are at 
once taken from the work bench, and sent out to convert 
sinners, while they possess neither the good manners be- 
longing to the gentleman, nor the meekness and humility 
of the christian. 

You gentlemen have much to say about a learned and 
competent ministry. What, then, must your parishioners 
think, when they see you suffering the unlearned and in- 
experienced to take the lead in your meetings > Nay, in- 
troduced to effect what you cannot, and who, in their zeal, 
and pride of heart, often treat your people with disrespect. 
Will not the reflecting and discerning mind, begin to lose 
all respect and reverence tor the ministerial character, and 
for THAT LEARNED COMPETENCY, when he sees bis min- 
ister whom he has assisted to settle, and whom he has 
cheerfully supported, now suffering vim, and bis children 
—to be worked upon by an unlearned youth, and doomed 
to hell, and eternal burnings without mercy, if they do not 
yield obedience to the dogmas of this lay preacher. You 
cannot expect men will wilfully shut their eyes to these 
things. ‘This is an era of light and reflection, and if you 
persist in these things you will only hasten your own down- 
fall. 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Robert Barkeley instances a few of the many passages 
and sayings of the first Kelormers, upon the doctrine of 
Calvinism and Reprobation. 

Calvin says, in his Institutes, ** J say, that by the ordi- 
nation and will of God, Adam fell. God would have man 
te fall. Man is blinded by the will and commandment of 
God. We reter the causes of hardening us, to God. The 
first and remote cause of hardening, is the will of God. It 
fulloweth, that the bidden counsel of God, is the cause of 
hardening.” The above are Calvin's cxpressions. 

“ God,” says Beza. “hath predestinated, not only unte 
damnation, but also unto the causes of it, whomsoever he 
saw meet. The decree of God cannot be excluded from 
the causes of corruption.” 

** It is certain,’’ saith Zanchius, “‘ that God is the first 
cause of obduration. Reprobates are held so fast under 
God’s almighty decree, that they cannot but sin and 
perish.” 

* jt is the opinion,’ saith Paraues, “ of our Doctors, 
that God did inevitably decree the temptation and fall of 
man. The creature sinneth indeed necessarily, by the most 
Our men do most rightly affirn, 
that the fall of man was necessary and inevitable. By ac- 
cident, because of God's decree.” 

“God,” saith Martyr, ** doth incline and force the wills 
of wicked men into great sins.” 

“God, (saith Zuinglius,) moveth the robber to kill: he 
killeth, God forcing him thereunto. But thou wilt say, He 
I permit truly that he is forced.”’ 

** Reprobate persons, (says Pitcator,) are absolutely or- 
dained to this two-fold end ; to undergo everlasting pun- 
ishment, and necessarily to sin: and therefore to sin, that 
they may be justly punished.’’ 

The above is from Robert Barkley’s Apology, page 113. 
He further remarks, That if these sayings do not evident- 
ly import that God is the author of sin, we must not seek 


these men’s opinions from their words, but some other 


way. 
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